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When we began planning over a year ago for our conference this October, who could 
have dreamed of Covid-19 and its unsettling, unrelenting impact on our lives and social 
events? Health and safety for all Conference participants is paramount. We have 
wrestled with staying on course for this fall or moving the event forward and sacrificing 
much preparation and momentum. We vote to stay the course for October 3, 2020 
with options for in-person or “Zoom” attendance! This will allow us to limit, for 
safety, the number of people in the room, while greatly expanding the number who may 
benefit from this conference, including even those for whom the commuting distance is 
impractical. We will begin Registration on July 15 as planned. 
 
Indeed, our October 3rd Event holds much promise! Maple Hill Farm is a beautiful and 
popular Conference Center. We have four great Speakers in Attorneys Mary Denison 
and John Cunningham, DEP Training Center Coordinator John Maclaine, and our own 
Legislative Liaison Roberta Manter, all of whom have accepted with enthusiasm the 
topics decided by our recent Member Conference Planning Survey. Our room will easily 
accommodate 10 attendees plus our Speakers and staff at “social distance.” We have 
excellent audio-visual support from AV Portland for up to 100 “Zoom” attendees. Both 
actual and virtual attendees will have ample opportunity for presenter-audience 
interaction.  
 
Because of the degree of uncertainty surrounding the course of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and its potential effects on event registration, we must reserve the option to cancel the 
conference until Wednesday September 23, 2020. All registration fees will be promptly 
returned.  
 
The MARA Board and Conference Planning Team look forward to joining Members and 
Non-member Guests for a wonderful, productive, and safe experience for everyone 
involved on October 3, 2020 at Maple Hill Farm Inn and Conference Center.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandy 
Andrew L. Allen, President/Web Administrator 
Maine Alliance for Road Associations 
 


